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EXTREMUM HOC, ARETHUSA, MIHI CONCED E—— 


 DErENSIONEM Miltonis “ Lycide” fuſcipere, plenam, et ela- 
boratam, neque temporis, neque loci hujus eſt. Nam licet unius, 
faſtidioſi nimis, Critici, ſententia ab eo | aliquantulum detraxerit, 
perpaucos tamen credibile eſt rem ita in animum induxiſſe, ut ſua- 
viſſimi hujus poëmatis delicias non abundè ſenſerint, —imo in me- 
dullas hauſerint. Veris itaque potſeos fautoribus haud injucundatn 
fortaſſe aliquis operam navaturus ſit, qui tam pretioſam materiem, 
linguaram omnium, quotquot fuerint, ornatu _— , idiomate 
deductam novo in lucem proferat. 

Cuùm igitur poema ipſu im Grace permultiim ſaperet, et postarum 
antiquorum indolem feliciter præ ſe ferret, literarum Græcarum 
ſtudioſis non ingratum fore Muſæ hoc ludentis opuſculum ſperare 
auſus ſum. 5 

Si ea Te delectatione res commoveat, ut quod ſuo perfectiſſimum 
ſermone maximè admireris, alieno adumbratum non recuſes, hoc 
faltem mihi concedas; oro, ut quod longa deſuctudo periculoſius 
mihi fecerit in ſcribendo, benevolentid aliquatenus in e 
tua non deſtituatur.— Vale 
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Yer once more, O ye Laurels, and once | more, 4 
Ye Myrtles brown, with Ivy ld ſors; To 
I come to pluck your berries harſh and crude, ; 
And with forc'd fingers rude 

Shatter your leaves before the mellowing year. 
Bitter conſtraint, and ſad occaſion dear, 
Compels me to diſturb your ſeaſon due : 
For Lycidas is dead, dead ere his prime, 
Young Lycidas, and hath not left his peer : 
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Who would not fing for Lycidas ? he knew 
Himſelf to fing, and build the lofty rhime. 
He muſt not flote upon his wat'ty bier 
Unwept, and welter to the parching wind, 
Without the meed of fornd melodious tear. 
Begin then, Siſters of the ſacred well, 

That from beneath the ſeat of Jove doth ſpring, 
Begin, and ſomewhat loudly ſweep the firing. 
Hence with denial vain, and coy excuſe; 


So may ſome gentle Muſe 


With lucky words favout my deſtin d urn, 
And as he paſſes turn, 
And bid this peace be to my ſable ſhroud. 
For we were nurs'd upon the ſelf-ſame hill, 
Fed the ſame flock by fountain, ſhade; and rill. 
Together both, ere the high lawns appear'd 
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Who would not ſing for Lycidas? he knew 
Himſelf to fing, and build the lofty rhime. 
He muſt not flote upon. his wat' ry bier 
Unwept, and welter to the parching wid, 
Without the meed of ſome melodious tear. 

Begin then, Siſters of the ſacred well, 
That from beneath the ſeat of Jove doth ſpring, 
Begin, and ſomewhat loudly ſweep the firing. g 
Hence with denial vain, and coy excuſe 4 
So may ſome gentle Muſe 
With lucky words favout a deſtin d urn, 
And as he paſſes turn, 

And bid fair peace be to my fable ſhroud. 
For we were nurs'd upon the ſelf-ſame hill, 
Fed the ſame flock by fountain, ſhade; and rill. 
Together both, ere the high lawns appear d 
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Under the opening eye-lids of the morn, 
We drove afield; and both together heard 


What time the gray-fly winds her ſultry horn; 
Batt'ning our flocks with the freſh dews of 8 


Oft, till the Star that roſe, at ev ning. bright, 


Tow rd heav'n's deſcent had lop d his weſt ring wheel 


Mean while the rural ditties were not mute, 


Temper'd to th | oaten flute; 


Rough Satyrs dane d, and Fawns with cloven-heel 


From the glad ſound would not be abſent long; 


And old Dametas lov'd to hear our long. 


But O the heavy change, now thou art gone, 


Now thou art gone, and never. muſt return! 


Thee, Shepherd, thee the woods, and deſert Caves 


With wild thyme and the gadding vine ofergrown, 


And all their echoes mourn. 
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The * and the Hazel ae * ey 


Or taintworm to the we 1 


Or froſt to flows, that their gay vardrobe wear, 


| When firſt the white-thorn blows ; 


Such, Lycidas, thy loſs \ the 


Where 'were ye, Nymphs, when the remorſeleſs deep 
Clos'd o'er the head of your lov'd Lycidas 2 
For neither were ye playing on the ſteep, 


Where Spe old Bards, the famous Druids, lie, 


Nor on the ſhaggy top of Mona high, 
Nor yet where Deva ſpreads her wiſard stream: „ 


Ay me, I fondly dream — 


Had ye een thete fbr what could that have done? 
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THE Muſe herſelf for her Manns 100, -. ts 2 IR es 
| Whom univerſal, nature di. e 
When by the rout that me de a0 del. hide leous,roar, 
* goary viſage down the-fiream. was f GTA 


Down the ſwift Hebrus to the Leſbian ſhore 2 
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Alas! what boots it with ine N 


To tend the homely ſlighted 


Were it not better done, as others uſe. 
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To ſport with Amaryllis in the ſhade, POT TINS” 


Or with the tangles of Nezra's hair? 
Fame is the ſpur that the clear ſpirit doth raiſe, 


(That laſt infivity:of.nable mind)... im 


To ſcorn delights, and live. laborious days; 
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But the fair guerdon when we hope to find... 
And think to burſt out into ſudden blaze, 
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Fhœbus reply&s; 


But lives, and ſpreads aloft by 


That ſtrain J heard, was of a higher mood. 
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Comes the blind Fury with th abhorred ſhears 
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And ſlits the thin-ſpun life. —But.not-the praiſe, 


Fame is no plant that grews on mortal ſoill. 
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Set off to th' world, nor in broad rumour hes, 


And perfect witneſs of alljudging-Jove 311 
As he pronounces laftly on each deed, 


4 fountain Arethuſe, and thou honour'd ficinat; BAS 


Smooth - ſliding Mincius, erown'd with vocal-reeds ! 


But now my oat proceeds 


And liſtens to the herald” of the ſea 


That came in Neptune's ple 
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His mantle hairy, and h 
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d: the fellon windy" a 


What hard miſhap hath doom'd-this gentle ſwain? 


And queſtion'd ev'ry guſt of rugged N wings C348 185 5 
That blows from off each' beaked e: ; 

They h not of his ſtory, ein e © W 55 8 WOO 'F 
And ſage Hippotades their anſwer brings ba 
That not a blaſt was from hi 


v ungeon ſtre ay d 


The als was calm, and on the level brine 


Sleck Panope, vith all her ſiſters play d. 


It wes that fatal and perfidious ban. 
Built in th" eclipſe, and rigg'd with curſes dark, 
That ſunk ſo low that ſacred head of thine. + 1 © 

Next Canis reverend ſire, went footin g fl ow, 


Inwrought with figures dim, and on the edge 
Like to that ſanguin flow'r inſcrib'd with woe. 


Ah! Who hath reft (quoth he) my deareſt pledge? 
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